
Ms. Betts, Mrs. Comeau, Miss Hernandez, & Ms. Horn

Welc me Families!

3rd Grade Curriculum  
2023 - 2024



The Big 5 
Phonics 
Fluency

Vocabulary
Comprehension 

Writing 

3rd Grade Reading 



Reading (continued)

Fluency



Reading (continued)

Syllable
 Types



Reading (continued)

Comprehension (Fiction & Nonfiction)
● Ask & Answer Questions
● Make Predictions 
● Create Mental Images
● Monitor & Clarify
● Synthesize
● Summarize
● Make Inferences
● Retelling
● Setting
● Characters

● Graphic Features
● Central Idea (Theme)
● Point of View
● Author’s Purpose
● Elements of Poetry
● Figurative Language
● Text Structure
● Media Techniques
● Elements of Drama
● Elements of Poetry



3rd Grade Reading
Expectations

Weekly Reading: 20 minutes/day
- Outside of school
- Read anything and everything!
- Ask them questions about what 

they’re reading (5 W’s + H)

We read to understand 
& enjoy! 



Please message your child’s 
teacher with any questions 

about Reading. 😄



Types
• Quick writes
• On-demand writing
• Process writing
• Cursive

Process
• Pre-writing (Thinking 

Maps)
• for brainstorming, 

organizing, etc.
• Drafting 
• Revising
• Editing

• Conventions 
• Publishing/Sharing

Genres
• Narrative (personal & 

imaginative)
• Informative/Explanatory
• Opinion/Persuasive
• Personal Letter
• Descriptive Essay
• Poetry

3rd Grade Writing 



Writing Rubric



Essay Exemplars 



Please message your child’s 
teacher with any questions 

about Writing. 😄



Instructional Delivery Types
● Whole Group Instruction 
● Collaborative Groups 
● Small Groups 
● Team Teaching with Mr. 

Cookman (Math Specialist) 

Flexible Classroom Routine 
• Warm–up/Fluency Practice 
• Application Problem – Review
• Concept Development
• Guided Problem Set 
• Exit Ticket (Formative Assessment)
• Topic Quizzes
• Mid-Module & End-of-Module 

Assessments

3rd Grade Mathematics 



Module 1
• Multiplication & 

the meaning of 
factors

• Division as an 
unknown factor 
problem

• Multiplication 
using units of

  2 - 5 & 10 

• Time measurement & problem solving
• Measuring weight & liquid volume in 
metric units

• Rounding to the nearest ten & hundred
• Two & three-digit measurement 
addition & subtraction using place 
value

Module 2

Mathematics (continued)



Module 3
• The properties of 
multiplication & 
division

• Multiplication & 
division using units of 
0, 1, 6 - 9 and 
multiples of 10 

• Foundations for 
understanding area

• Concepts of area of 
measurement

Module 4

Mathematics (continued)



Module 5
• Fractions as numbers on 
the number line

• Equivalent fractions
• Comparison, order, and 
size of fractions

• Collecting and displaying data 
• Generalize and analyze 
measurement data

Module 6 

• Solving word problems 
with perimeter and area

• Attributes of 
two-dimensional figures

• Problem solving with 
perimeter

• Recording perimeter and 
area data on line plots

Module 7 

Mathematics (continued)



Please message your child’s 
teacher with any questions 

about Math. 😄



Science

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6
Light Sound Earth 

Systems
Biosphere Structure 

& Function
Stimulus & 
Response

How does 
light 

transfer 
energy?

How does 
sound 

transfer 
energy?

How do 
organisms 

on the Earth 
depend on 
each other 

and the Sun?

How do 
organisms 

on the Earth 
depend on 
each other 

and the Sun?

How do 
organisms’ 
structures 
serve as a 
function to 
help them 
survive?

How do 
organisms 
respond to 

the 
environment?



Please message your child’s 
teacher with any questions 

about Science. 😄



3rd Grade Social 
Studies

All About Arizona
[Prehistoric - Present Day]We will study:

● contributions of various cultural & ethnic groups
● economic, political, & geographic elements
● structure of state & local government
● roles & responsibilities of being citizens of AZ
● primary & secondary sources (ie: written & oral 

histories, images, current events, & artifacts)



Social Studies (continued)

Units of Study
Arizona Today Arizona’s 1st 

Inhabitants
Colonial 
Arizona

Arizona 
Statehood

Arizona’s 
Future

How does 
where we live 
shape who we 

are?

How did early 
inhabitants 

contribute to 
Arizona’s 

uniqueness?

How did 
exploration, 

colonization, & 
expansion 
influence 
Arizona’s 

unique cultural 
heritage?

What key 
events & 

people led to 
Arizona 

becoming a 
state?

How has 
Arizona 

changed over 
time, and 

where are we 
headed?



Please message your child’s 
teacher with any questions 

about Social Studies. 😄



What kind of grades do 3rd graders earn?
● standards performance grades (1-4)

● traditional letter grades (A-F) 

Where do parents go to check their child’s grades?

(If you don’t know how to access this, please bring your I.D. with 
you to the Front Office during school hours, and request your 

parent access information.)

Grades



Grading 
Information

GREEN

1st-6th Grade Courses



4
Independently applies 
skills and content with 
greater depth and 
complexity

3
Demonstrates grade level 
proficiency independently

2
Demonstrates grade level 
proficiency with support

1
Demonstrates below 
grade level proficiency

K-6 Standards Grading Scale





Assignments will be marked with a symbol:

Collected (student has submitted the assignment for a grade)

Missing (student did not submit the assignment)

Exempt (assignment does not count toward the overall grade)

Click on the blue SHOW STANDARDS 
icon   to see the marks for the standard(s) 
measured on the assignment.  



After clicking on the SHOW STANDARDS icon, the selection will expand to 
show the standards that were measured and the student’s level of 
proficiency on each standard.



Click on the Standards Grades tab to see the overall grades 
for each standard for the marking period. 



Click on arrow beside the course title to expand the selection or click on Expand All.



Once the course is expanded, you will see 
the overall average grade for each 
standard for each marking period shown 
as a 4, 3, 2, or 1. 

The overall standards grades are 
averaged together to produce the overall 
course grade. 

You may see “No Grade Collected” listed 
under the titles of standard groupings. 
These are for organization of the 
standards and not a graded entry.



Prepared, Accountable, Respectful, Kind
● Students are expected to show that they are 

P.A.R.K. every day in the classrooms, cafeteria, 
bathrooms,  hallways, and on the playground. 

Behavior Expectations



3rd Grade Behavior Incentives 

● P.A.R.K. Tickets, which can be used to purchase items 
in our school’s monthly Park Place store! (donations 
accepted)

● Dojo points!

● Field trips! 

For showing P.A.R.K. behavior, students can earn:



Don’t forget to check Class Dojo!

Behavior Expectations



Please message your child’s 
teacher with any questions about 

Grades & Expectations. 😄



● Third graders are tested in 4 areas:
○ Reading (2 sessions)
○ Writing
○ Math (2 sessions)
○ Reading Fluency

● Testing Begins the 1st Week of April
○ Specific dates will be shared as we get closer
○ It’s critical that your child is present, & not signed out early 

on testing days.

AASA State Testing



What can you do to help prepare your student?
1. Read out loud every night for 20 minutes.
○ Talk with your student about what they are reading.

2. Practice multiplication facts every night 
○ Play flashcard games or build a multiplication chart.

3. Make sure all schoolwork is completed.
○ Assignments from us are their practice for the test!

Remember: the test is important, but not 
EVERYTHING!

AASA State Testing



Please message your child’s 
teacher with any questions 

about AASA State Testing. 😄



• For your convenience, this presentation will be 
available on the Park Meadows website & our 
Class Dojo pages.

• Additional questions that apply specifically to 
your child’s classroom can be addressed with 
their teacher individually. 

Thank you for being 
involved parents! 



Ms. Betts: Molly.Betts@DVUSD.org

Mrs. Comeau: Karissa.Comeau@DVUSD.org 

Miss Hernandez: Sonia.Hernandez@DVUSD.org

Ms. Horn: Morgan.Horn@DVUSD.org 

Contact Us!

mailto:molly.betts@DVUSD.org
mailto:Karissa.Comeau@DVUSD.org
mailto:Sonia.Hernandez@DVUSD.org
mailto:morgan.horn@DVUSD.org


Service Coordinators:
● Mrs. Aardweg: Nancy.Aardweg@DVUSD.org
● Mrs. Plogman: Deborah.Plogman@DVUSD.org
● Mrs. Sheets: Sarah.Sheets@DVUSD.org
English Language Learners: Mrs. Burruel: Janet.Burruel@DVUSD.org
Gifted Specialist: Mrs. West: Joyce.West@DVUSD.org
Math Specialist: Mr. Cookman: Eric.Cookman@DVUSD.org
Reading Specialists:
● Mrs. Gibson: Shelby.Gibson@DVUSD.org
● Mrs. Hainline: Lisa.Hainline@DVUSD.org

 

Contact Us!
Support Staff
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